TECHNIQUE KEY 
FOR MARCHING CYMBALS 


by BILL SCULLY — rev. 7 - MARCH 2024 


COMMON NAMES 


NOTATION 


DESCRIPTION + HOW TO PLAY 


Crash aka Vert Crash 
or A-V Crash 


C or CR 


Vert crash, played at the vert position (cymbals are up in front of your face, 
perpendicular to the ground, and about 1-1.5” apart). When playing a vert crash, 
imagine making an “A” shape to the audience with your cymbals, followed by a 
“V” shape after the crash is performed. 


Orchestral Crash aka 
Gumption Crash 


OR or OC 


Push crash, played at the gumption position (basic playing position, cymbals are up 
in front of your chest, about 1-1.5” apart, and at a 30 degree angle, such that your 
right cymbal is on top of the left). 


Hi-Hat 


H or HH 


Played at a unique “hi-hat” position, with the cymbals placed together, right on top 
of left, and in contact with your stomach. 


Slam, aka Smash or 
Crunch 


Played in a position similar to the hi-hat. Slam the cymbals together without 
crashing. This makes the same sound as a hi-hat, but it should not touch your body, 
allowing for a louder sound than a hi-hat. 


Crash-Choke 


CK 


Played at gumption. As soon as the attack happens, mute or choke the cymbals as 
soon as possible. Do not mess up the crash because you're thinking too much 
about the choke! The crash is the most important part. 


Tap 


T or TAP 


Played at a unique “tap” position. First, place the cymbals in front of your chest, but 
NOT in contact with your body, in the shape of an “A” (about a 60-degree angle). 
Then, overlap the right cymbal over the left by about an inch. Once you're here, 
simply tap the edge of the right cymbal on the edge of the left by bending your right 
wrist. 


Tap Choke 


TC 


Same playing position as tap. As soon as the attack happens, mute or choke the 
cymbals as soon as possible. Stay relaxed to avoid a harsher sound. 


Muted Tap 


MT 


Same playing position as tap and tap choke. Tap cymbals while keeping them both 
against your chest for a muted sound. 


Sizz aka Sizzle 


Played at gumption. Make contact with both cymbals together, with the right 
cymbal slightly offset. The cymbals should be making constant contact, but still 
remain loose. 


Sizz-Suck aka Sizsuc, 
Fusion, or Slide 


SZ followed 
by SK 


Same playing position as sizz. Make contact with both cymbals together like a 
normal sizz, then close the cymbals to create a sucking sound. If done correctly, the 
cymbals should feel stuck together for a moment. This is normal. Sizsucs can also 
be played in the hi-hat position. 


Ding aka Bell Tap 


D or BT 


Played at a unique position. First, enter the gumption position, then turn your left 
cymbal such that the bell is facing down towards the ground, then move your right 
cymbal over your left cymbal's bell to make them perpendicular to each other. Once 
you're here, gently push the right cymbal down, such that the edge of the right 
cymbal strikes the bell of the left cymbal. Be mindful not to try to jam it in (pause). 
Just tap and then let the cymbal come back up. 


Zing aka Scrape 


Z or ZI 


Same playing position as bell tap. Once you're here, scrape the edge of the right 
cymbal downwards, from the bell of the left cymbal to the rightmost edge. When 
you release, the right cymbal should be perpendicular to the ground. 

Zings may also be played from the “tap” position; in this instance, you would scrape 
upwards instead of downwards, but your right cymbal should still be perpendicular 
to the ground when you release. 


ADDITIONAL NOTES: 
¢ The basic set position for marching cymbals is to have them down at your sides by your waistline, about an 
inch away from your body, with your elbows slightly bent. 
* You will be responsible for maintaining your cymbals and keeping them looking pretty throughout the season. 
You will polish your cymbals as needed. The school may have a bottle of cymbal polish, but I would 
recommend buying some of your own. A bottle of Zildjian cymbal polish costs no more than the average pair 


of drumsticks. 


¢ For help, video demonstrations, and additional resources, visit SeavineCo's YouTube channel: 


https://www.youtube.com/@SeavineCo 


° You may also email me (bscully178@gmail.com) or Mr. Coiner (bcoiner@franklinregional.k12.pa.us). 


